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Dear  Sawney , 

Persuade  myfelf  you 
will  excule  a  Brother  Doc¬ 
tor  this  Epiftolary  Free¬ 
dom,  lince  the  Drift  of  the 
whole  will  be  employ’d  in  letting 
forth  your  high  Merits, your  lingular 
Modefty,  ana  unweary’d  Diligence 
for  the  Good  of  Mankind,  with¬ 
out  the  lead:  View  of  Self-Intereft : 


L  4  3 

whofe  notable  Fame  and  long- 
fetch’d  Experience  from  abroad 
may  juftly  claim  RefpeCt  and 
Commendation  at  home. 

;;  V  _  ''  i? 

The  Account  you  have  lately 
publifh’d  to  the  World  of  cutting 
for  the  Stone,  though  long  fince 
practis’d  by  fome,  yet  you,  from  an 
extraordinary  Sagacity,  have  not 
only  revived  the  Operation,  but 
from  the  furprizing  Succefs  you 
meet  with  (if  we  may  credit  your- 
felf)  it  can  be  accounted  no  Breach 
of  Modefly,  or  Detraction  from 
thofe  Gentlemen,  to  arrogate  the 
fame  to  yourfelf,  under  the  pom¬ 
pous  Title  of  Lithotomia  Douglaf- 
jiana.  Befides,  the  fecret  and  pri¬ 
vate  manner  of  your  performing 
it,  may  convince  us  of  your  little 
Intention  to  fet  others  about  the 
fame  Work,  whofe  Dexterity  and 
Eyes  might  fall  fhort  of  your  own  ; 
to  the  hazard  of  thofe  poor  Souls 
whofe  Ignorance  may  lead  them 


m 

to  fuffer  by  fiich  who  (propria  ex * 
per  lent ia)  cannot  boaft  of  their 
Abilities  in  this  way,  much  lefs 


write  upon  it. 

What  tho  you  never  faw  the  • 
Operation  till  you  put  it  in  prac¬ 
tice,,  (as  you  fay)  that  was  no  obfta- 
cle  to  fo  accurate  a  Performer ;  who, 
had  he  only  dreamt  on  it,  could 
have  had  clearer  Satisfaction  on 
the  matter  than  the  moft  refin’d 
waking  Ideas  of  a  Set  of  dull  Prac¬ 
titioners,  refolved  to  pur  file  their 
wonted  Methods,  could  e’er  have 

*  _  i 

fiirnifh’d  themfelves  with.  What 
tho  the  Patient  had  the  Conveni- 
encv  of  your  own  Houfe,  fupply’d 
with  Gruel  and  Union  T "hea  at  your 
foie  expence ;  I  prefume  your  Cha¬ 
rity  will  not  leflen  your  Zeal  (not 
to  fay  Madnefs)  for  the  Good  of 
Mankind.  What  tho  the  Perfons 


•* 

who  were  prefent  (for  Reafons  to 
yourfelf)  at  the  Operation,  con¬ 
ceal  their  Names ;  you  have  made 


a  handfom  Apology  for  them : 
namely,  to  fave  them  the  trouble 
of  anlwering  every  impertinent 
Frigg,  therefore  improper  to  men¬ 
tion  them. 

You  confefs  there  were  Phyfb 
dans  and  Surgeons,  of  each  two, 
and  one  Apothecary  ;  Men  Purely 
of  confiderable  Eminency  and  Di- 
flindion  in  their  Profeffion,  whofe 
Credit  you  were  unwilling  fhould 
fuffer  by  affixing  their  Names  to 
your  Trifles,  and  who  perhaps  as 
yet  have  fignaiized  themfelves  on¬ 
ly  in  fome  dillant  Climes  by  cu¬ 
ring  the  Incurables,  and  are  not 
ffifficiently  prepared  with  Certifi¬ 
cates  of  their  Veracity  and  Skill : 
If  this  be  the  matter,  we  cannot 
blame  them  for  depending  on  the 
Operators  furer  Front,  to  Hand  by 
any  oppofition  that  may  be  made, 
dll  Time  may  render  their  Coun¬ 
tenances  of  as  Sterling  a  hue  as 
your  own  :  and  then  in  your  next 


the  Sciolij  who  dare  to  call  in  ques¬ 
tion  die  Authority  of  fo  ingenious 
and  antique  a  Practitioner ;  unlefs 
Some  unlucky  Accident  fliould  pre* 
vent  their  defign,  by  an  unfeafon- 
able  Elopement,  and  leave  you  in 
the  lurch  for  Vouchers.  However, 
fliould  this  come  to  pafs,  your  Re¬ 
putation  (which  at  prefent  is  fo  be- 
fpatter’d,  as  you  are  pleafed  to  fay) 
will  be  fo  confirmed,  that  neither 
Marten ,  Spink ,  Synclarey  or  any  o- 
ther  of  the  Literati  (for  thofo,  I 
prefume,  are  the  Priggs  and  Scioli 
ou  are  afraid  of)  will  be  able  to 
turt  you. 

Of  my  Well-Wiflies  to  your  Per-* 
formances,  and  earned:  Defire  for 
your  growing  Fame,  that  it  may 
exceed  any  of  the  foremention’d 
Gentlemen,  I  flatter  myfelf  you 
will  make  no  doubt ;  and  if  it 
lay  in  my  power  again#  the  next 

Operation  (fince  you  are  fo  Sure  of 


j _ 
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the  Succefs  of  it)  we  will  whip 
up  a  Panegyrick  on  your  extraor¬ 
dinary  Merit  before  you  fet  about 
it :  and  whether  it  be  ever  done 
or  no,  the  Report  Ihall  equally  be 
handed  about  to  your  advantage ; 
and  rather  than  fail,  we  can  make 
a  hole  in  his  Belly,  and  in  the 
conclufion  (for  then  none  but 
yourfelf  can  teftify  to  them)  call 
in  fome  few  of  the  Faculty  to  be 
Judg  es  of  a  Wound,  the  bare  marks 
of  which  are  only  left  for  them  to 
view. 

Dear  D  o  e  t  o  r,  In  fo  impor¬ 
tant  an  Operation  narrowly  re- 
fpedting  Life,  I  cannot  but  won¬ 
der  that  fome  Seniors  of  the  Pro- 
fetfion  were  not  called  in ;  unlefs 
that  you  were  informed  of  any 
finifler  Intention  they  might  have 
to  nip  your  Credit ,  or  raife  to  them-; 
felves  a  frefh  Reputation  by  your 
great  Achievements',  or  perhaps 
you  was  afraid  of  their  Spectacles, 

iirKir'K 
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which  might  have  given  them  too 
clear  a  light  into  the  Affair,  and 
have  occafioned  the  Promulgation 
of  fome  unfeafonable  T ruth,  which 
you,  like  a  prudent  Operator,  fuf- 
nciently  guarded  againft.  For 
while  thofe  Gentlemen  (who,  you 
fay,  were  prefent)  had  promis’d  you 
Secrecy,  and  you  on  the  other  hand 
complimented  them  with  a  Refo- 
lution  not  to  fend  impertinent 
Querifls  to  them ;  the  Affair  would 
wholly  reft  among  yourfelves,  and 
the  fame  Scene  may  be  abted  as 
often  as  you  pleafe,  and  no  doubt 
with  as  much  Succefs.  The  whole 
Contrivance,  I  muft  own,  was  un¬ 
common  ;  for  if  Men  of  Judgment, 
and  known  to  us,  had  been  there, 
you  might  have  made  them  as 
wife  as  yourfelf,  which  could  ne¬ 
ver  have  anfwered  the  End  :  for 
who  knows,  e’er  long  you  may  be 
fent  for  to  fbme  Noble  Perfon, 
whole  Liberality  may  compenfate 


C  1°  ] 

your  Pains  and  Charity  for  this 
poor  Fellow.  Which  brings  to 
my  Mind  a  Story  of  a  famous  No¬ 
bleman,  who  from  his  profund 
Study  had  found  out  a  Medicine 
to  cure  a  lying  Tongue  ;  not  that 
I  believe  you  defire  the  Receipt, 
fince  you  and  I  well  know,  dull 
Truths  meet  with  but  a  cold  Re¬ 
ward,  when  a  bold  Face  and  a  bu- 
fv  AjpeSl  will  make  a  Man,  who 
has  his  Bufinefs  to  do,  appear  to 
the  World  as  if  it  was  done.  This, 
Sir,  you  are  appris’d  of,  is  the  belt 
Method,  and  I  congratulate  you 
upon  it  for  fhould  we,  like  Re¬ 
gulars  in  the  Art,  who  ferved  a 
dull  apprentice /hip,  boaft  of  our 
Legitimacy,  the  envious  Rogues 
would  quickly  plead  a  Share  in 
our  Merit,  and  never  ceafe  to  de¬ 
tract  from  their  Betters,  till  they 
had  levelled  us  with  themfelves : 
but  we  who  took  a  fcrap  at  St.  ‘Tho¬ 
mas's,  ex  gratia,  of  a  certain  Great 
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Man,  (whofe  Name  I  bear  too  great 
a  ReipeYt  to,  to  mention  here) 
from  thence  over  the  Seas,  where 
after  a  long  Peregrination,  in  pity 
to  Great  Britain,  almolt  blind  with 
the  Prejudice  of  old  Practice,  we 
refolved  to  let  up  an  Office  for  the 
Benefit  of  Youth,  not  at  all  for 
ourfelves.  For  the  accurate  De- 
fcription  I  have  given  ol  the  Me¬ 
thod  I  made  ufe  of  in  cutting  this 
fortunate  Subject,  the  undeniable 
Proof,  and  Authority ,  I  have 
brought,  to  confirm  their  Under- 
llandings,  whenever  they  fhall  at¬ 
tempt  the  fame,  with  my  Appen¬ 
dix  to  the  end  of  my  elaborate 
Work ,  called  a  Syllabus,  may  evince 
the  moil  unbelieving  of  them, 
that  I  never  acquir’d  my  Know¬ 
ledge  of  Surgery  by  the  ufual  Ser¬ 
vitude,  and  N  ight-L  ucubrations, 
which  others  are  wont  to  do,  and 
at  laft  let  down  contented  with  as 
fmall  a  lhare  of  Senfe  as  their 
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Neighbours.  No,  Gentlemen,  I 
can  allure  you,  I  attained  it  at  a 
much  eafier  rate,  ’twas  by  fecret 
Impulfes,  quicken’d  and  ftirr’d  up 
from  a  pure  Zeal  of  ferving  my 
Fellow-Subjedts :  and  for  a  Con¬ 
firmation  of  it,  let  them  repair  to 
my  Houle  in  Fetter-lane,  where 
they  fhall  be  fupply’d  with  all  Ne- 
celfaries,  and  not  asked  one  Far¬ 
thing  till  the  Cure  is  performed ; 
and  if  any  fhould  chance  to  die, 
(upon  the  Word  of  a  true  Scot) 
their  Flefh  fhall  be  made  as  good 
Mummy  as  ever  the  Egyptians  pre¬ 
par’d,  and  their  Bones  as  well  fil¬ 
led  up,  as  when  in  their  natural 
Pofition :  fo  that,  dead  or  alive, 
they  fhall  be  preferved  as  Monu¬ 
ments  to  my  Fame  and  Credit. 
Nay,  their  Memory  fhall  be  had 
to  After-Ages,  and  perdure  as  long 
as  my  celebrated  Works ,  which  (in 
my  Opinion)  cannot  fail  of  Ion- 
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ger  Duration  than  thofe  of  the  late 
Doctors,  Wall  and  Cafe. 

Once  more,  Sweet  Sawney,  I 
hope  you  will  forgive  the  Prolixi¬ 
ty  of  '  my  Epiftle  :  though  I  have 
not  a  Nomenclature ,  or  Syllabus ,  to 
tack  to  it,  I  am  refolvea  to  make 
a  Collection  of  your  own  Vnder- 
taking ,  which  may  ierve  as  well : 
Imprim.  propria  experientia 

loquuntur.  Here,  one  would  think, 
you  were  as  well  vers’d  in  the 
Operation  as  the  famous  Bleeder 
in  Rujfel-Court  is  in  breathing 
Veins,  though  you  acknowledge 
to  have  done  it  but  once,  (and 
that  very  much  questioned  by 
feme:)  A  notable  Experience,  to 
confirm  a  Man  of  the  Succefs  of 
fc  dangerous  an  Enterprize,  when 
others  of  lets  Capacity  than  your- 
felf,  would  have  trembled  at  the 
thought  of  it !  If  others  Should, 
by  your  confident  Report,  be  har¬ 
dy  enough  to  make  trial  of  it, 
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they  muft  come  to  you  for  Fin¬ 
gers  and  Inftruments r,  if  they  in¬ 
tend  to  fucceed ;  for  you  have 
not  thought  fit,  in  your  elaborate 
Pamphlet,  to  let  them  into  that 
Secret,  but,  like  skilful  Artifts  of 
the  Sword,  are  refolved  to  keep  a 
private  Pufh  for  yourfelf;  other- 
wife  the  Intent  of  your  Advertife- 
ment  had  been  loft,  and  your 
Method,  like  Doctor  Cockburns 

\  O  -  *  :  a''  - 

Injection,  had  been  no  better  than 
the  reft.  Cunningly  fought,  Doc* 
tor ;  for  who  can  blame  a  Man 
for  fecuring  himfelf  ? 

Secondly,  It  is  commonly 
ajferted  with  the  great  eft  Afurance 
( not  with  any  Deftgn  to  raife  De 
Francoh  Refutation,  but  to  lejjen 
mine)  that  I  made  the  Operation 
after  De  Francos  Method,  though 
he  has  told  but  little  of  his  'Tale, 
and  I  have  told  none  of  mine.  I 
dare  to  fay  the  Perfons,  whofo- 
ever  they  were,  that  made  the  Re- 
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port,  had  no  fuch  Defign  in  view; 
and  if  you  had  been  lilent,  as  to 
your  own  Reputation,  till  now, 
the  World  had  been  a  perfect 
Stranger  to  it.  So  that  if  you  now 
have  any,  it  rnuft  be  entirely  ow¬ 
ing  to  the  Notice  they  have  ta¬ 
ken  of  you,  though  but  in  the 
fame  manner  as  they  would  of 
thofe  Gentlemen  whole  Ambition 
has  publilh’d  their  Merits  on  eve¬ 
ry  Pidmg-Poft  and  Pillar  of  the 
Town,  fet  if  this  does  but  an- 
fwer  your  End,  of  being  known,  I 
make  no  doubt  but  you’ll  forgive 
the  Affront,  and  let  them  laugh 
that  win.  If  not,  you  may  pitch 
your  Tent  on  Ludgat e-hill ,  the 
Old-Baily ,  or  near  St.  Paul's  Church¬ 
yard ,  and  appear  abroad  in  little 
Scraps  of  Paper  with  the  reft  of 
the  Gentry ,  difcorded  for  their 
great  Actions  and  mighty  Perfor¬ 
mances  on  Mankind  ;  for  this  is 
an  envious  Age  we  live  in,  other- 

u  • r 
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wife  Men  of  fuch  unknown  Abili¬ 
ties  had  never  been  deprived  of 
the  Benefit  of  frefh  Air.  How¬ 
ever,  I  don’t  pretend  to  Prophe¬ 
cy,  fo  can  only  wifh  you  to  go  on 
and  profper  ;  to  teach  others  to 
perform  what  they  cant  do  them - 
felves ,  which  (in  my  Opinion )  is 
the  greatefl  Abfurdity  in  Nature. 
Good,  Doflor,  pardon  me  if  I 
look  on  this  as  a  finaller  Abfur¬ 
dity  than  the  following  Paragraph. 
Suppofing  my  Operation  was  the 
fame  in  eatery  tittle  as  De  Franco’*, 
yet  if  it  is  found  a  fafer  and  eafler 
way  in  relieving ,  it  is ,  never  the  lefsy 
new. 

% 

This  is  fuch  an  unheard-of  Pa¬ 
radox,  that  nothing  but  thy  own 
Noddle  could  have  invented:  e.g. 
If  poor  Woodward  (whom  I  pity 
for  not  being  better  imployed) 
fhould  find  an  eafier  Way  of  Pub¬ 
lication  than  you  of  Writing  ,(tho 
he  copy  d  the  Original  to  a  hair) 
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for  this  his  Dexterity,  the  Proper-4 
ty  of  the  Author  juflly  belongs  to 
him  ;  and  then  the  Doflor  would 
be  robbed  of  his  Invention,  and 
the  Booklellef fwell  with  the  Gon- 

This  is 

what,  I  dare  lay,  you  did  not  think 
on.  And  if  he  had  not  been  a 
Fellow  of  lingular  Modefty,  e’er 


ceit  of  being  an  Author 


now  he  might  have  ftrutted  with 


a  difdainful  Air,  from  a  Superflui¬ 
ty  of  Merit,  to  the  mortification  of 
all  the  Priggs,  whofe  impertinent 


Scrutinies  might  lead  them  to  ex- 
plore  a  thing  fo  minute  as  the 


Doblors  Character,  and  fo  render 
themlelves  as  ridiculous  as  the 
Fellow  who  went  fifteen  Miles  to 
fee  the  Skeleton  of  a  Flea,  or  to 
learn  the  Name  and  Abode  of  the 
Patient  whom  the  Doctor  (as  he 
is  pleafed  to  fay)  cut,  or  of  thofe 
Worthies  who  attended  the  Ope¬ 
ration  :  An  Affair  of  the  moll  fo- 
lemn  and  .  greatelt  Moment,  no 
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lefs  than  the  Lite  of  a  differing 
Wretch  immediately  at  flake,  and 
this  clandeflinely  tranfabled  in  a 
Garret,  the  Witneffes  fled,  or  what  is 
all  one,  not  to  be  ffrtind  to  anfwer 
the  Sollicitations  of  thofe  whole 
Curioflty  may  one  day  prompt 
them  to  the  fame  Experiment, 
but,  God  forbid,  in  the  fame  nar- 
row-fpirited  manner.  However, 
this  I  may  conclude  with,  That  if 
the  Debtor  was  not  confcious,  that 
the  greatefl  Proof  he  can  bring  in 
Vindication  of  himfeif,  would  fall 
fhort  of  giving  that  Sadsfabtion 
and  Credit,  as  a  matter  of  this 
Confequence  demands;  I  am  fure, 
inflead  of  fuch  filly  and  pitiful 
Excufes  (as  thofe  of  not  troubling 
the  Gentlemen  with  impertinent 
Queftions,  like  a  Fellow  under 
Guilt  and  Condition)  he  would 
have  had  the  mofl  authentick 
Proof,  the  mofl  Ingenuous  and  Ex¬ 
perienced  in  the  Profeflion,  to  have 
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related  the  Truth  of  his  Opera¬ 
tion  j  that  that  part  of  Mankind, 
whofe  calamitous  Condition  might 
one  day  or  other  call  for  his  Help, 
might  not  be  impofed  on  with 
the  {lender  Proof  of  an  Jpfe  dixit , 
and  fo  be  juggled  out  of  their 
Lives  and  Money  too.  But  as 
the  Gale  bands,  I  fubmit  it  to  any 
intelligent  Reader  whether  he  has 
not  artificially  gotten  a  Decoy- 
Duck  to  draw  others  into  their  De- 
ftrudion  ;  but  if  at  any  time  the 
contrary  is  made  appear,  I  fhall 
be  ready  to  acknowledge  the  In- 
juftice  of  my  own,  and  others  Cen- 
fures,  in  publick  Recantation  in 
Print,  as  here  I  charge  them. 

Far  be  it  from  me  to  be  the 
only  unbelieving  Perfon j  for  the 
Dodor  is  not  quite  fo  ignorant, 
as  not  to  think  the  reft  of  Man¬ 
kind  difcern  the  Fallacy,  and  know 
what  Value  to  put  on  the  Alfer- 
pons  of  fiich  Puhlicators ,  who 
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have  neither  made  Proof  of  their 

i  „  .  (  *  «  •  ■ 

Performances,  nor  given  the  Man¬ 
ner  of  doing  it :  Varia  denier,  funt 
techm  ambus  Ale  die  aft ri  fe  apud 
ajulgum  promote  ere  annitmtur :  qui- 
dam  alterius  nominis  ruin&  gloriam 
Juam ,  lucrumor,  juperfiruunt.  Non- 
7}uRi  juperbo  corporis  habit u  (Iro 
quamteis  pauperiores)  art  cm  oft  en¬ 
fant  Juam.  Jilii  ft  Peregrinati  fint , 
&  temporis  reliquum  caftaneis  tor- 
rendis  coRatum  jit ,  repudiatis  rite 
medendi  precept  is  fuis  folum  con¬ 
tent},  aliorum  monita  conatps 
prorsus  jpernunt.  T he  Operation 
tedious,  Caufe  of  Incontinence  ofV- 
rine,  of  Impotency,  and  Fiftulds. 

Graces  hie  in  ommes  Chirurgos 
pr&Jertim  lithotomiam  exercentes 
ftringmtur  Cenjur&.  A 
Charge,  without  the  leaft  colour 
of  Truth  ;  which  numbers  of  Pa¬ 
tients,  whom  the  prefent  fuccefs- 
ful  Management  of  cutting  on  the 
Stajfe,  can  evince  the  contrary  from. 
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a  vigorous  and  healthful  Difpofi- 
fion  of  Body.  If  Reflections  of 
this  nature  had  been  made  by  a 
Surgeon,  they  might  have  appear¬ 
ed  Tpiteful  and  malicious ;  but  in 
the  prefent  Circumftances,  when  a 
Alan  has  nothing  to  plead  for  him- 
felf,  but  a  pofltive  Aflertion  that’ 
his  own  Pills  are  belt,  the  Reafon 
is  obvious :  Et  fi  popuius  ‘vult  de- 
cipi,  decipiatur.  Quid  non  morta - 
Ua  peEtora  cogit  auri  facra  fames. 

Y ou  may  think  it  vain  in  me  for 
making  no  mention  from  whence 
I  took  my  Latin,  but  I  have  found 
out  a  rich  Vein,  which,  with  a  lit¬ 
tle  good  Management,  may  ferve 
me  for  Garnifh  as  long  as  I  intend 
to  be  an  Author.  And  you  know, 
Dear  Sawney,  fhould  I  dilcover 
the  place,  there  are  fo  many 
Rogues  ftand  in  need  of  the  like 
Helps,  that  tho  I.  (prung  the  Mine, 
they  may  run  away  with  the  Ore. 
Caufe  of  Ft  fluids,  becaufe  the  Parts 
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membranous ,  nervous ,  or  /per- 
matick ,  therefore  unapt  to  heal  A 
little  further  lie  fays,  ^  Ope¬ 
ration,  by  re  of  on  of  the  Structure  of 
the  Parts ,  they  are  fuccefsfully  pre¬ 
vented ;  and  there  can  be  no  Fiflu - 
la  after  it,  if  proper  care  is  taken  of 
'the  Wound,.  The  making  the  In- 
cifion  in  Perimo,  becaufe  of  the 

fimilar  and  membranous  Conte  x- 

•• 

ture  of  the  Parts,  the  Occafion  of 
the  foremenrioned  Ills j  when  ar* 
Incilion  into  the  Belly,  and  thro 
the  Body  of  the  Bladder,  fhall  be 
confidently  reported  a  fafer  Ope¬ 
ration,  (as  if  the  Structure  of  the 
Bladder  was  not  as  fimilar  and 
membranous  as  any  of  the  fore- 
mentioned  parts)  it  is  to  me  fuch 
an  Oppofition  to  Reafon  and  Ana¬ 
tomy,  that  nothing  but  a  mere 
Pretender  to  both  could  have 
advanced.  And  as  to  the  pro¬ 
per  Care  of  the  Wound  for  pre¬ 
venting  a  Fiftula,  this  Expreflion 

'  ..... 
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finells  fo  rank  of  Dr.  Woodward's 
Oils  and  Vomits  well  managed , 
that  I  declare  to  you,  if  I  dwell 
any  longer  on  this  Theme,  I  fhall 
be  obliged  to  fend  for  that  oily 
Gentleman,  and  (boner  differ  the 
inner  Orifice  of  my  Stomach  to 
be  tickled  with  a  Feather,  than 
endure  the  naufeous  Repetition 
of  Bubble  and  Self-applaufe.  So 
farewell,  Dear  Sawney ,  and  as  you 
tender  my  Good-will  for  your 
Profperity,  be  but  as  fpeedy  in 
taking  notice  of  me  ;  and  I  pro- 
mife  that  your  Anatomia  Chirurgo- 
Meceffaria,  whenever  the  World 
(hall  be  obliged  with  it,  (if  it 
proves  as  valuable  as  this)  will 
meet  with  as  favourable  a  recep¬ 
tion  from  your  mod  devoted  Ser¬ 
vant,  as  your  prefent  Piece  has 
done. 


MB. 
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JV.  B-  The  Doctor  perhaps  will 
think  this  no  Anfwer  j  to 
which  I  only  reply,  That  not 
the  leaft  material  Point  has 
Dipt  my  Obfervation.  On 
this  I  challenge  the  lubtleft 
Head  to  eontradidt;  and  if 
I  am  found  tardy,  may  I 
be  doomed  to  read  the  Doc¬ 
tors  Works  again ;  or  what’s 
as  bad,  fubmit  one  Minute^ 
or  at  molt  but  two,  to  his 
Dexterity  and  Slight  of  Hand,* 


F  J  N  1  S. 

v  >  '  •  i  .  •.  V  J  J  >•.»./ 
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A  Wonderful  Relation  of 
De  Franco’/  Ghoft,  &c. 


f  §'  1 H E  Doctor  was  (about  the 
1  time  mention’d)  feiz’d  with 
a  frightful  and  terrible  Dream  of 
a  bold  and  ignorant  Operator,  who 
approach’d  him,  bearing  in  one 
Hand  uninvented  Inffruments  of 
Horror  and  Deftruff ion,  and  in  the 
other  a  Bag  of  Worms,  fignifying 
to  him  that  he  muft  fpeedily  fub- 
mit  to  the  Operation  of  being  cut 
for  the  Simples,  or  Megrims ;  which 
he  afford  him  proceeded  from 
thofe  Reptiles  flopping  up  the  In - 
fundibulum  of  the  Brain,  and  fo  pre¬ 
vented  the  due  Excretion  of  Mu¬ 
cus  and  Filth,  with  which  his  Head 
was  fo  fluft,  that  no  other  Expe- 
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client  could  prevail j  and  this  mud 
be  done  by  boring  11  Inches  into 
his  Skull,  in  order  to  penetrate  the 
Ventricle  of  his  Brain  :  Alter  which, 
he  would  -perform  all  the  Offices  of 
Life  in  as  natural  and  ftmple  a  man¬ 
ner  as  ever  he  had  done  before. 

This  Brack  fuch  difmal  Appre- 
henfions  into  the  Dodtor,  that  he 
fuddenly  awaked,  and  fell  into  the 
following  Soliloquy  :  What  a 
Wretch  am  I,  to  play  with  the  Mil- 
fortunes  of  others,  and  to  boaft  of 
my  great  Abilities  in  redrelfing 
them,  when  I  but  too  well  know 
what  Numbers  of  Miferables  fall 
a  Vidtim  to  fiich-like  Pretences, 
which  have  neither  Reafon  nor 
Honefty  for  their  Support !  Be- 
fides,  from  the  little  Notion  I  have 
of  myfelf,  of  all  Men  alive  the 
moll  unequal  to  ferve  them  in  that 
Capacity,  which  my  publick  Boaft- 
ings  may  perhaps  have  belpoke 
the.mpft  Unthinking  to  make  Ex- 

r^Arimpnt* 
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periment  of,  Hoc  cine  hum mum  fac¬ 
tum  ?  No,  I  am  refolv’d  to  re¬ 
cant,  and  let  the  World  into  the 
Secret  of  my  late  Succefs,  and  ad- 
monifli  them  in  the  Words  of  a 
famous  Bone-fetter  in  Oxford  [hire 
(by  which  they  may  guefs  the  refi) 
namely,  To  let  as  many  Bones  as 
you  can,  which  were  never  broke, 
to  put  in  as  many  as  were  never 
out,  by  which  I  fhall  eftablifh  my 
own  Reputation,  and  cheat  my 
Patients  into  a  Belief  of  my  Skill ; 
fo  fill  my  Pockets  without 
their  Lives. 

This  Soliloquy  of  the  Doctor’s, 
argu’d  fome  Humanity  and  Com- 
pundion  of  Confcience,  but  the 
time  was  too  fhort  to  make  any 
great  Impreflion  before  the  Chairs 
in  tire  Room  began  to  dance,  the 
Curtains  of  their  own  accord  to 
withdraw,  and  the  Lamp  (which 
the  Dodor  for  good  Purpofes  keeps 
in  his  Chamber)  to  call  a  glim- 
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mering  Light,  and  at  laft  to  burn 
blue.  Thefe  unlucky  and  unufual 
Accidents  prefag’d  to  the  Debtor 
the  hidden  Approach  of  home 
Inhabitant  from  the  other  World, 

i  *  • 

whofe  Meffage  he  was  convinc’d 

'  •• -  v  ■  (D 

boded  no  good  to  himfeif.  Thefe 
Thoughts  put  the  Debtor  into  Con- 
fufion  and  Agony,  infomuch  that, 
as  an  elegant  Poet  has  it,  Stab  ant 
vertice  crlnes :  which  we  only  beg 
leave  to  alter  thus,  The  Dobtor 
having  no  Hair  on  that  part,  his 
Ears, which  are  of  an  unufual  length, 
prick’d  up  to  a  monftrous  height, 
not  unlike  to  the  Flaps  of  a  Dutch 
Skipper,  and  being  affix’d  to  the 
fame  fort  of  Materials,  made  fo  un¬ 
couth  a  Figure,  as  might  have 
frighten’d  even  the  Infernals  them- 
felves.  However,  after  a  {mall  Re- 
collebtion,  he  concluded  he  could 
lee  nothing  worfe  than  himfeif,  io 
waited  the  Event ;  when  on  a  fud- 
den  the  ghaftly  Appearance  of  an 
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aged  Man  enter’d  the  Room,  and 
in  a  harlh  and  hollow  Voice  thus 
addrefs’d  the  Doctor :  Know  that 
I  am  Ve  Franco ,  whole  Memory 

IT-  H  ^  j 

and  Name  you  have  lo  lately  a- 
bus’d,  by  bafely  alfuming  the  In¬ 
vention  of  the  high  Operation  for 
the  Stone  to  yourfelf,  and  palling 
it  on  others  for  a  Novelty  of  your 
own ;  thereby  feducing  Mankind 
into  a  falfe  Opinion  of  yourfelf, 
and  perlifting  in  the  Ufe  of  an  O- 
peration  which  my  tender  Regard 
to  the  Afflibted  would  not  luffer 
me  to  reiterate,  when  living,  but 
honeltly  dilfiiaded  others  from  the 
like  Practice  :  nor  did  I  fo  much 
(tho  the  Author  of  it)  as  entitle  it 
my  own,  till  the  great  Fabricim 
Hildams  was  pleas’d  to  call  it 
Franconiana. )  an  Honour  which  the 
Vfjiarts  of  Surgery  could  never 
expeft,  much  lefs  to  deprive  me  of ; 
and,  that  you,  whofe  Pretences  to 
the  divine  Art  of  Healing,  claim 
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no  other  Foundation  than  a  fo¬ 
reign  Diploma,  which  with  as  much 
Juftice  might  have  licens’d  you  to 
k — 11  as  well  as  pradiife,  might  have 
metamorphiz’d  you  into  a  Crispin, 
or  what  Nature  feems  rather  to  have 
pointed  out,  a  Taylor;  for  if  the 
Degree  made  the  Surgeon  (as  you 
ftile  yourfelf)  it  is  pity  your  Ge¬ 
nius  is  fo  baulked,  and  Mankind 
fo  handled.  Eheu  miferos !  turpe 
efl  lucrum :  nimio  emitur  qmfius  hie ; 
Medici  fama  quidem  &  nomine 
multi ,  re  autem  opere  valde  pau- 
ci.  If  I  have  been  wanting  in  the 
Gravity  and  T error  with  which 
Spedres  ufually  affright  thofe  they 
appear  to,  if  my  Language  is  lefs 
formidable  and  tremendous,  my 
Afpedt  lefs  grim  and  horrible,  thefe 
were  on  purpofe  fo  directed,  that 
mortal  Courage  might  the  better 
ftand  the  Charge. 

Here  the  Do&or  interpos’d : 
Moll  Venerable  Ghoft,  I  acknow- 
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ledge  the  Truth  of  all  you  have* 
faid,  Sed  ‘viBus  alkunde  parandus 
eft ,  but  a  Man  muft  not  ftarve  from 
a  fqueamifli  Principle  of  Modefty ; 
and  ft  he  cannot  make  himfelf 
known  by  the  ordinary  Methods, 
he  muft  make  ule  of  fuch  as  are 
raoft  agreeable  to  his  Intereft,  de- 
Ipifing  the  foolifh  Clamours  of  the 
Prof  fjion ,  whofe  Malice  is  ever  bent 
again  ft  thofe  Gentlemen  who  bold¬ 
ly  difperfe  their  own  Merits,  and 
dare  to  accufe  their  Ignorance. 
Nay,  I  am  convinc’d  of  their  Ma¬ 
lice  by  the  Trouble  they  have  giv¬ 
en  your  lacred  Shade,  which  for  fa 
many  Years  ftnce  (at  leaft  150) 
has  hover’d  in  the  Regions  of  Blifs, 
and  tafted  Nedar  with  Apollo,  and 
all  the  glorious  Sons  of  Plan's  Art, 
whofe  Adi  on  s,  when  with  us,  (that 
is,  in  this  fublunary  World)  juftly 
gain’d  a  univerfal  Efteem,  and  in- 
titled  them  Semi-Gods  in  the  other : 
That  you,  I  fay,  fhould  condefcend 
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to  leave  thole  brighter  Realms, 
and  ftoop  to  mortal  Cares,  is  to  me 
a  firm  AfTurance  of  the  Gorrelpon- 
dence  held  with  Souls  departed, 
and  embody’d  here.  For  if  that  Set 
of  Practitioners,  who  are  fo  tena¬ 
cious  of  a  legitimate  Education, 
had  not  teiz’d  you  by  the  frequent 
Difpatches  of  fbme  poor  Wretches 
regularly  crept  out  of  the  World 
after  their  own  Method,  you  had 
ne’er  troubled  me  with  the  Vindi¬ 
cation  of  your  good  Name,  which 
could  have  fuffer’d  nothing  by  af¬ 
fixing  mine  to  it,  or  they  nave 
thought  it  any  Diminution  to  their 
Honour  to  have  call’d  it  Doug- 
lafjiana . 

Ghofi.  Proud  and  infulting  Mor¬ 
tal,  are  you  ignorant  of  my  Power 
and  Charge  ?  Think  you  to  deceive 
me,  who  ken  your  inmoft  Frailties* 
Oightly  cover’d  o’er  with  vain  Pre¬ 
tences,  and  vainer  Oftentations  of 
yourfelf,  that  I’ll  compound  your 
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Wickednefs,  and  truft  HygUds  no* 
bier  Arc  to  the  Sweepings  of  a  Pro- 
feifion  which  Bern  and  Laufanna 
can  witnels  for  me,  when  alive,  I 
drove  like  Chaff  before  me.  No,  I’ll 
ftrip  you  of  your  borrow’d  Plumes, 
and  return  you  back  to  your  own 
Country ,  naked  as  you  came,  doom’d 
perpetually  to  pradife  on  your-, 
lelf ;  that  is,  to  rub  and  f cratch  out 
the  Remnant  of  a  piteous  Life, 
and  alter  that  be  bundled  into 
Faggots  to  heat  the  Furnace  of  the 
great  Van  Helmont ,  till  the  Phi- 

ofopher  s-Stone  fhall  be  no  more 
a  Secret. 


Doff-  Excufe  me,  Sir,  and  from 
this  time,  affure  yourlelf,  I’ll  rob  the 
Memory  of  the  J)ead  no  more ,  bug 
fooner  rob  the  Living. 

Choff  Time  ftays  for  no  one : 
van  idl’d  in  a  Globe  of  Fire. 
^  which  the  Dodor  fwoon’d  a- 
m Y  >  but  after  a  fmall  time  reco*, 

vr'd,  and  n non  rpmll^Q-i  An  rnn 
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eluded  all  a  Dream,  and  as  yet 
remains  as  flupidly  brave  as  ever. 

I  H  o  p  e  the  Dodor  will  not 
infill  on  my  making  Proof  of  this 
Matter  of  Fad,  which  on  my  own 
Authority  I  make  no  doubt  will 
be  credited,  as  much  as  that  he 
has  perform’d  the  Operation ;  and 
without  any  Vanity,  no  Man  can 
exped  a  meaner  Witnefs  than  him- 
felf-i 

IShall  now  proceed  to  fhow 
you  what  a  great  deal  the  Dodor 
has  made  of  a  very  little,  and 
give  you  the  whole  Subfiance  of 
his  Book,  with  a  genuine  Expla¬ 
nation,  in  a  few  Lines : 


yin  Account  of  a  new  Method. 

Believe  me,  Gentlemen,  it 
is  all  my  own,  though  done  above 
a  Century  fince.  E after,  fooner- 
and  with  more  Certainty  per- 

than  any  Method  now  in 

:  J  -  ?  • 
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I  Wdtho  Van  Glaterbank ,  am 
the  moft  excellent  Operator  in  the 
Univerfe.  I  pare  Corns ,  cure  G«z- 
and  extract  Stones  with  any 
Man  in  England. 

<The  difinal  Conferences  of  others 
intirely  prevented. 

The  reft  of  the  Faculty  are 
mere  School-Boys,  if  put  in  com¬ 
petition  with  me j  their  Perfor¬ 
mances  are  all  trifling  and  dan¬ 
gerous,  mine  only  to  be  depend¬ 
ed  on :  and  I  make  no  doubt  but 


future  Ages  will  raife  a  Statue  to 
my  Memory,  and  grow  wife  e- 
nough  to  make  me  their  great 
Example.  Though  the  prefent 
Set  of  Practitioners,  bent  on  their 
own  private  Intereft ,  infinuate 
things  to  my  difadvantage ;  yet 
Time,  I  hope,  will  open  the  Eyes 
of  all  good  People ,  and  no  longer 
offend  my  Modefly,  by  conftrain- 
ing  me  to  future  Publications  of 
mfelf  who  at  firfl  never  intended 
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to  make  my  fe If  known  in  this  man¬ 
ner,  but  Necejftty  too  too  often 
obfcures  the  Merit  of  the  belt 

Phyftcians. 

Invented  and  fuccefsfudy  per¬ 
form'd  by  John  Douglas,  Surgeon . 

I  Hope  ye  will  remember 
your  old  Friend  Dodtor  Cafe, 
who  from  the  time  of  his  being 
a  Licentiate,  (under  God)  has 
cur’d  Numbers,  and  cannot  fail 
of  doing  more  for  you  than  any 
body  elie. 

.A Jon  eft  ut  fidas  his,  qui  mere 
audita  recenfent : 

Fidas  autem  id  is  ferio,  qui  Expe- 
rientia  propria  loquuntur. 
Fidas  mi  hi  re  thus,  cateri  folum  fua 
narrant  opera, 

Experientia  tamen  deftituti ;  ferio 
int Ur  me  toto  notum 
In  Orbe  Opihcem  ut  codaudetis  cu - 
pio . 


U 
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Iv  in  any  thing  I  have  deviated 
from  the  Do&or’s  Meaning,  this 
fecond  Advertifement  of  him  may 
plead  my  Excufe.  I  am  willing 
in  all  things  to  prove  a  grateful 
Friend  to  him,  as  appears  by  the 
Notice  I  have  taken  of  him  ;  for 
I  dare  fay,  he’ll  not  be  able  to 
produce  a  Second,  lb  bountifully 
lavifhing  their  Time  and  Ink  a- 
bout  Nothing. 

So  farewell,  Stick  of  Wax,  Mir - 
rour  of  all  Pretenders  to  Surgery. 
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